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ABSTRACT

A three-dimensional numerical model is used to calculate
ground~level air concentration and deposition (due to precipita-
tion scavenging) after a hypothetical tornade strike at the
General Electric Vallecitos Nuclear Center at Vallecitos,
California. Plutonium particles less than 20 ym in diameter
are assumed to be lifted into the tornadic storm cell by the
vortex. The rotational characteristics of the tornadic storm
are embedded within the larger mesoscale flow of the storm
system. The design-basis translational wind values are based
on probabilities associated with existing records of tornade
strikes in the vicinity of the plant site. Turbulence exchange
coefficients are based on empirical values deduced from experi-
mental data in severe storms and from theoretical assumptions
obtained from the literature. The method of moments is used to
incorporate subgrid-scale resolution of the concentration within
a grid cell volume. This method is a quasi-Lagrangian scheme
which minimizes numerical error associated with advection,

In all case studies, the effects of updrafts and downdrafts,
coupled with scavenging of the particulates by precipitation,
account for most of the material being deposited within 20-45 km
downwind of the plant site. Ground-level isopleths in the x-y
plane show that most of the material is deposited behind and
slightly to the left of the centerline trajectory of the storm.
Approximately 5% of the material is dispersed into the stratosphere
and anvil section of the storm,
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CALCULATION OF PARTISULATE DISPERSION IN A DESICN-BASIS
~GRNADIS STORM FRCW THE SENERAL ELECTRIC VALLECITOS
NUSLEAR SFENTER, VALLECZITTE, CALIFORNIA

INTRODUCTION

This study is part of a series sponsored by the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission and managed by Argonne National Laboratory
regarding the radiological consequences of a hypothetical tornado
striking a plutonium fabrication facility. The report deals
specifically with the meteorological dispersion of plutonium
particles in a tornadic storm after the General Electric Vallecitos
Nuclear Center (VNC) at Vallecitos, California is breached.

The risk assessment and site characterization of the
General Electric VNC have been made by Pujita1 and were based on
existing records of extreme windstorms and tornadoes. The storm
characteristics were computed as a function of yearly probabilities
in an effort to determine design-basis storms representative of
the site. The design-basis wind values were based on threshold
windspeeds corresponding to structural responses of the buildings
and their components as determined by Mehta e¢ al.? Damage postu-
lations have been translated into consequences of damage to
specific equipment and areas of the plant. These consequences
are used as input information by Mishima ef al.?® for estimating
the amount and form of plutonium released into the atmosphere.

" - 5 -




SITE CHARACTERISTICS AND DESIGN-BASIS TORNADOES

Site topography and characteristics with windspeed values
and probability of occurrence of a design-basis tornado are
given in detail for the General Electric VNC by Fujita'. In this
study, windspeeds associated with probabilities per year for a
tornadic storm striking the General Electric VNC are given in
Table 1.2

TABLE 1

Windspeed Values and Probabilities of Occurrence for Tornado at
General Electric VNC

Windspeed, m/sec

Probability, yr~! 0.5 x 107% 1 x 1077 0.8 x 107% 0.3 x 1075

Maximum total 102.8 80.5 60.4 42.5
Translational 20.6 16.1 12.1 8.5
Tangential 82.2 64.4 48.3 34.0

The radius of the tornado is assumed to be 150 m with the vortex
extending to an altitude of 1000 m.* Fujita' reports that several
tornadoes with windspeeds corresponding to these probabilities

have occurred within 232 km of the plant site. Mehta et al.?

and Mishima et agl.? estimated that each design-basis tornado
causes enough damage to the General Electric VNC to allow un-
encapsulated plutonium particles to be lifted into the vortex.

Fujita' reports that the strongest tornadoes to occur in
the California state region were F2. The strongest tornado
to occur nearest the site was of F2 strength and 32 km away.
A total of 34 tornadoes were reported to occur within 232 km of
the site, the majority being FO-Fl, between 1916-1976. Twelve of
the tornadoes had path lengths greater than or equal to 1.61 km.
The majority of reported tornadoes moved in an easterly direction.




DISPERSION MODEL

The model is based on the solution of the three-dimensional
time-dependent equation for pollutant transport:

%% « DevC = 9-(KVC) + S (1)
where C is the concentration, g/m?; U is the vector velocity
field, m/sec; K is the dzrectlonally dependent eddy diffusivity
(exchange coefficient of diffusion, m 2/sec); and S represents the
sink term associated with precipitation scavenging, g/ (m?-sec).
The complexity of the flow fields associated with tornadic storms
and the numerous scales of turbulence involved (which characterize
the diffusion processes) do not permit simplé solutions to
Equation 1.

Gaussian solutions have been used in the past for sclution of
Equation 1 under ideal steady state conditions.® These solutions
are not flexible enough to include the variations in updraft and
downdraft velocities, as well as the regionally dependent
scavenging within the thunderstorm cell. Vertical wind shear
and scavenging contribute significantly to early deposition of
radicactive particles. In order to accommodate the temporal and
spatial variations of numerous meteorological parameters, in-
cluding the effects of wind shear and wet deposition, a numerical
method is used to solve Equation 1.

The problems of numerical dispersion errors and mesh refine-
ment associated with numerical methods are reduced by using a
quasi-Lagrangian scheme with an Eulerian finite difference method.
To reduce the computer memory requirements needed to solve the
three-dimensional equation of concentration transport, Equation 1
is split 1nto a series of one-dimensional advection-diffusion
equations.® The method involves splitting each individual one-
dimensional equation into a Lagrangian advection part plus an
Eulerian diffusion part. The method of second moments is used
to maintain subgrid scale resolution of the concentration.

The method of second moments is a unique guasi—Lagrangian
scheme initially developed by Egan and Mahoney’ to model the
transport of urban pollutants. The method calculates the zeroth,
first, and second moments of the concentration within a mesh and
then advects and diffuses the concentration by maintaining con-
servation of the moments. The moments correspond to the mean
concentration, center of mass, and scaled distribution variance
{(moment of inertia), respectively. The method of moments was
chosen in lieu of other numerical methods because of its ability
to resolve steep gradients, to eliminate numerical dispersion




errors, to maintain peak concentration values, and to minimize
computation time. A more thorough analysis of the technique is
discussed in References 8 and 9.

The initial conditions are crucial to the downwind dispersal
patterns after the facility is breached. Radiocactive debris is
assumed to be picked up by the tornado and lifted into the
thunderstorm ceil. The puff consists of particles that vary in
size from 1 to 20 ym. Once the pollutant reaches the thunder-
storm cell (at a point where the vertical velocity within the
tornado is less than the updraft velocity of the thunderstorm
cell), the puff is assumed to be dispersed according to the
dynamics of the thunderstorm cell.!? The puff is estimated to
be completely distributed throughout the thunderstorm cell within
20 min., The concentration within the thunderstorm cell is
initialized by using a skewed log-normal distribution with maximum
values centered on the axis of the tornado, according to the mass
balance assumptions suggested by Fujita.'' Once the pollutant is
disbursed within the storm, advection and turbulent diffusion,
along with scavenging, act on the pollutant cloud.

Accurate mesoscale wind-field analyses are essential to
correctly calculate the trajectory of the storm. However, the
amount of information regarding thunderstorm cell dynamics is
limited; therefore a complex three-dimensional solution of the
equations of motion is not applicable at the present time,
Instead, the wind vector, U, is obtained at each time step of
integration by using empirical and experimental values suggested
by Fujita11 and Eagleman and Lin.!? The three-dimensional winds
associated with the tornadic storm are discussed in greater detail
in Reference 8,

The updraft and downdraft velocities vary with height within
the thunderstorm cell,!! decreasing to zero at the top of the
anvil. The magnitude of the vertical windspeeds is chosen to be
compatible with observations and measurements of vertical velocities
within severe storms. Advection and diffusion of the horizontal
distribution of the vertical velocity field (at the 1000-m level
of the cloud) enable the updraft and downdraft regions of the
storm to be propagated with the trajectory of the storm.* Since
rain occurs in nearly all tornadic storms, scavenging of the
pollutant by raindrops is assumed to occur, Precipitation
scavenging field experimentslz’13 have shown that scavenging by
storms greater than 3000 m high deposit a significant fraction
of released tracer material. '

*  The rotational characteristics of the horizontal wind field

within the storm cell are likewise propagated with the
trajectory of the storm (procedures analogous to the vertical
velocity field calculation}.




The sink term in Equation 1 is based on the removal rate of
concentration due to raindrops falling through the thunderstorm
cell. The removal rate is calculated from empirical estimates and
theoretical assumptions derived by Slimn.'?® A water droplet-
particulate collision efficiency of 100% is used. An average
rainfall rate of 20 mm/hr is assumed to occur throughout the life-
time of the storm. Although rainfall rates near the center of
a severe storm can vary above 100 mm/hr, such high rainfall rates
are not constant and fluctuate in location. The value of 20 mm/hr
is used as an ensemble average characteristic of severe storms, !?
Since updrafts markedly reduce the deposition due to rainout, the
removal rate is set equal to zero in those regions of the storm
where vertical velocities are positive. This allows the rainfall
to occur in those regions of the storm corresponding to the rain-
shaft and downdraft regions observed in actual storms. A more
conservative approach would assume the effect of scavenging to
occur over the entire horizontal extent of the thunderstorm.
However, the recent study of the Lamont tornado by Fujita et al.!*
indicates that in regions of moderate-to-intense updrafts, rain-
fall is nonexistent.




RESULTS

Numerous cases were simulated to determine the most likely
dispersion patterns as well as potential radiological hazard to
the people. The results shown in this study should be regarded
as conservative estimates,

Output of the numerical model consists of concentration
values specified within individual cell volumes. These values
are appropriately adjusted within cell volume to correspond to
the spatial dimensions of the cell. Since the amount of radio-
active debris picked up by a tornado varies according to the
structural damage sustained, a unit release of material has been
used to specify the source term. Results are presented as
isopleths of ground- level air concentration (ratio of concentration
te source mass, X/Q, m” ) and surface depos1t10n (m~ ) at t = 60
minutes. Centerline ground-level values of air concentration
(maximum values) are shown as a function of longitudinal distance
along the trajectory of the storm. The isopleths are drawn with
respect to distance from the point where the material is initially
dispersed within the storm.

The convergence and divergence of the mesoscale wind field
are not considered; therefore, the longitudinal wind transports
the storm cell in a straight line. Since the direction of the
tornadic storm is arbitrary, direction is independent of points
of the compass. The influence of topography on advection is not
considered.* Since dispersion is a function of translational
windspeed, the translational velocities are input into the model
corresponding to each design-basis tornado. Lateral dispersion
along the trajectory of the storm is due primarily to the
horizontal extent of the downdraft region (and rotational wind
field) in the rear of the storm with minor influence from hori-
zontal diffusion. Scavenging acts to dilute the concentration
in the cloud such that ground-level air concentrations are less
than ground-level values obtained without scavenging. A more
detailed analysis of the effects of scavenging in the calcula-
tional procedure is discussed in Reference 8.

The initial air concentration distribution (X/Q) is shown
in Figure la in the x-z plane with the center of the plane
passing through the axis of the tornado (t = 0). Figures 1b
and lc show air concentration (m~ 3 isopleths for U = 8.5 m/sec
in the x-z plane at t = 5 and 40 min, respectively. Figure 2
shows ground-level air concentration in the x-y plane at t = 40
min.

* Purther research into this problem would require the incorpora-
tion of a more realistic wind field!? as well as topography.




5

e 8

to 60 ‘m
X

a. Initial skewed log-normal distribution

I

YT : 15000 m
SRt L R B it = = = 10750 m
il I ' ' ' e e m e, - - - ~=F 7500m
?"""".l_ll]""'"' ““““ TS smm s sk 2250 m
S A N N L A B R B B - - - - - B 1000 m
R T T N R - 350 m

E R A .
L - '-,"- ;_‘\;':A“-""‘i "-;: .= - % % m & = & o m e s a2 = * s o= . . 2 m

L S 0m

x
b.

c. Air concentration at t = 40 min

FIGURE 1. - Air Concentration in the x-z Plane
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FIGURE 2. Ground Level Air Concentration in the x-y Plane
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Ground-level centerline X/Q values are shown in Figures 3
and 4 for each specific translational velocity. The displacement
of concentration as a function of translational velocity is
evident. In all four cases, 90% of the peak air concentration
has reached ground level within one hour after initial dispersion
within the cloud (20 min after uptake of the pollutant). The
decrease of X/Q values beginning at X = 15 km in Figure 3 is due
to the depletion of concentration from the cloud (excepting that
part transported to the anvil region) and to nearly complete
diffusion of the concentration below cloud base to the ground.
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Isopleths of air concentration at ground level for t = 60 min
are shown in Figure 5 corresponding to storm translational
velocities of U = 8.5, 12.1, 16.1, and 20.6 m/sec, respectively.
The irregularity in the isopleth contours is due primarily to the
advection and diffusion of the updraft/downdraft regions on the
storm with time. The ground-level layer consists of unit cells
with dimensions of 2000 m x 2000 m X 2 m. Figure 5 shows that as
the translational velocity of the storm increases, the lateral
spread of air concentration is stretched downwind. Higher peak
concentration values appear less displaced to the right for the
tornadic storm with a translational velocity of 8.5 m/sec than
with the succeeding two velocities. However, once beyond the
initial peak concentration area, downwind values of ground-level
air concentration are less than values obtained for U = 12.1,
16.1, and 20,6 m/sec. This is to be expected because the increase
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in advection causes the peak concentration values to be more
displaced (and distributed) in the longitudinal direction. Like-
wise, the slower the translational velocity, the more time turbulent
diffusion, vertical advection, and rainout have to act on the
airborne concentration.

In test cases run without the influence of updrafts and
downdrafts (and scavenging}, the air concentration eventually
reached ground after 6 hours, but was several orders of magnitude
less in value. If the storm moves at 25 m/sec for 6 hours, depo-
sition at the surface would begin approximately 540 km from
the Vallecitos site. However, studies made by Davis®® and Hanel®
indicate that it would be very unlikely for the pollutant to
remain entirely within a storm cell for several hours without
vertical wind shear and scavenging bringing a fraction of the
pollutant to the surface.

Ground-level raindrop depositions (m"2) are shown in
Figure 6 for 8.5, 12.1, and 16.1 m/sec, respectively. The
deposition patterns consist of raindrops that have scavenged
pollutant from the storm cell and stick to the surface. As shown
in Figures 3, 4, and 5, the effect of advection on air concen-
tration is also evident on ground-level deposition: the highest
peak values are obtained when 8.5 with the peak region being
nearest to the initial dispersion point in the cloud; sub-
sequent downwind values are slightly less in value than the
succeeding cases with 12.1, 16.1, and 20.6. The increase in
translational velocity causes the region of peak concentration
to be shifted along the direction of the storm,

Based on the test cases analyzed in this study, early depo-
sition of concentration occurs within 10 to 20 min after the
initial dispersion of concentration within the storm cell. The
primary mechanisms for concentration reaching the surface come
from the effect of the downdraft vertical velocity distribution
and wet deposition. 1In all cases, 50% of the initial concen-
tration, excepting that portion lifted into the anvil region of
the cloud, is removed from the cloud within 15 minutes from the
time of initial dispersion within the storm. The maximum ground-
level concentration in all cases occurs within 45 minutes of
ground-level injection.

Maximum centerline air concentration values reveal that peak
air concentration at the surface occurs within 15 km in all cases
from the point where the initial dispersion within the storm is
established (Figure 3). The concentration is essentially depleted
from the lower and middle layers of the cloud within 50 km of the
peak ground-level value.
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Tu—q-x a. Translational Velocity = 8.5 m/sec {rotational winds
represent tornadic storm.)

FIGURE 5. Ground Level Air Concentration Isolog Plots (m™®) in
the x-y Plant {t = 60 min)
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d. Translational Velocity = 20.6 m/sec

FIGURE 6. Ground Level Deposition Isolog Piots (m~2) in the
x-y Plant (t = 60 min)
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A modified Gaussian puff tornado model®’'7 was also used to

calculate ground-level air concentration. X/Q values were several
orders of magnitude lower than values obtained by the numerical
method. This was due to the initial conditions assumed within

the cloud {Gaussian in this case about cloud center) and lack of
downdrafts.

Figure 7 shows concentric annuli from the initialization
point with radii of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 20, 30, and
40 miles in 22.5° sectors overlaid on the x-y grid network.
Average air concentration and deposition values after 60 min are
given in Table 2 and 3 corresponding to sector-averaged ground-
level values for each of the four translational velocities,
respectively. Since the directional dependence of the storm has
been eliminated, sector values for 180 to 360° are considered to
be zero. The centerline trajectory of the storm lies between
sectors 4 and 5. Appropriate assignment of the centerline
trajectory of the storm to a specific direction, i.e., N, NNE,
E, etc. would then give corresponding sector averages based on
compass points. Tables 4 and 5 give sector-averaged ground-level
air concentration and deposition values in 10-mile increments
from the General Electric VNC plant site.
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Average Sector Air Concentration (m%) at Ground Level*
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l.1E-19 5
Oew 6
0.9 7
C.0 8
Jadd 9
Je O 10
Qed 20
e 30
Qe 40
Radius,
8 mile
Jed
Jed 2
0.0 3
1.9E-20 4
4,1E-20 5
O d 6
0.0 7
Jda4 8
J.0 g
dend 10
Ja0 20
[V 34
00 40
Radius,
a mile
3.0
Jeu 2
[+ 3
JelE=17 4
2.02-10 5
1+1E-20 [
JeJ 7
Qd.u 8
Ued 9
[V R4 10
Jad 20
Uay 30
Je0 40
Radius,
8 mile
0.0
0.0 .
Q.0 3
3.6E-21 4
B.0E~21 5
0.9 6
0a0 7
0.0 8
Ge0 g
0.0 10
0.0 20
0.0 30
Q.0 40

Yalues followed by the letter E {for exponent), minus symbol, and two digits {indicate
the powers of 10 by which the number must be multiplied to obtain the correct values;

for example, 7.3E-19 is 7.3 x 107*%.

18 -




TABLE 3

Average Sector Deposition {m-?) at Ground Level*

Translational Velocity = 8.5

Sector——% 1 P 3 “ S -] T 8

P Ue s 0.0 C.0 V.0 0+0 J.0

) s TE-13 642E=12 2.2b=12 Fe9F~12 Z245E=13 242E-14 Q0

«0 Sue1E=12 743f-11 5.50=1J £.8E~1J 5.9E-11 zZ.0E~-13 (.0
W3E-17 €oTE-LL BosE=1y 2.9L-0% 2.9E=09 B.0E=10 5.%E=11 3.4E=-1lé
W«1E-1T7 1a3E=11 1.3E~39 B.OE=Q3 7.8£-09 1.,5E~CY Z.0E-1l 7.5E-l6
o 1,1E-13 1,1E=09 le3F~08 1la3E~Jd 1.5E-09 2.UE~1l Z.2E~1%
W 2oTE=186 Te9E-1u Lu3t—08 1.7E=03 1.BE=09 l.lE-14% J.0

.l 1eTE=ju ladbE=10 BeYE=09 Ll4%E-0B8 le2E-C9 2sUE~14 Q.0

od 0.J 7e4E-11 2.2E=09 EJ.HE=JU9 B4tE~10 Q.0 Je

) Ve 3.3E~1) 6.2E=10 3e0E-J39 5,0E-J0 J.0 0.0

' C Leld L. 2E=12 Lle83E=J9 1.1E-08 3.4E-11 J.0 0.0

d Ja Jed bebb=11 B48E-1u J.0 Jed Ju 0

ol Ceu 0.0 Fa2E~2J Zs4E=20 J.0 C.0 Jde0

cLec oL Ao

Translational Velocity = 12.1

Sector———= 1 2 3 + L o 7 8
Jau ved Js ) Ouwu Cav Ua.0 0.0 Uadd
N H 3,3F=13 3,73=12 1e35=12 1lalE-12 142E=13 LlelE=l% J.u
Jau SeUdE=12 5¢3E=11 4ebE=10 4,5E=1) 4.4E=11 G.TE-14 0.0

3.6E=18 B54uUE=-11 bu4E=10 2.4E-09 Z.4E-03% 6.JE-10 349E=11 l.oE-1b
BouE=18 G.9E-12 1a2E=0% 6. TE-UF GeFE=J9 1e3E-C9 1.9E-11 3.5E-16

duid 4o3E=1% 9, 7E=1y lalE=U6 Le2E-U8 le3E-u9 1.2E-11 4.8E-29
Uedd S,0E=1T T,5E=10 la3t=u8 1.TE-28 l.4E=C9 2.9E-15 0.0

Jed Tedb=17 LaTE=1J Te3E-U9 lawE-J3 BeTE=10 4+6E-15 0.0

Ja. O Caud 5e53=11 2+ TE=0% G.lE-07 6.3E-13 0.0 0.0

Ued Je 24 TE=11 LoelE=UY Za3E-J9 3,9E-10 Vv 0.0

Jad Cad ielb=1Z 2.3E~0% Lle3E~Ju 3e2E-11 G40 G0
(LR Jaud Uad F0E~1y F.JE-IF ULD 0.0 Jeit

Jed Jed Jed 4.0E~12 1l4lE=-1J 0.0 Jed 0.0°

Translational Velocity = 16.1

Sector —— 1 2 3 - 5 [ T 8
e Je et Jed Lau (VIV} wed JaQ
U0 GeTE-39 1415=-17 labe—16 lebE~1S 5.6E=18 5.1E=19 3.0
0.0 SeoF=y3 Le3E-15 240E—12 2.6E-13 l.3E-15 4.0E-18 J.0
[P SeUE=1t le#c=14 ba.3FE=lc b.4E=12 1.5E=14 4.9E-16 7,7E-21
Jal lari=13 1alE=13 4ebi~1] webb—1ll letHE=13 242E=16 1.7E=20
0.0 3,aF=1a 5.2F=14 1a.1f-1J le2E-1J b.4E~-14 l.8E=16 Q.0
Jei Jev TolE-ly 2.3E=10 Z2458=10 141E=13 5.3£-19 0w
Jad 1e0E=20 246FE-14% 2432-10 Z248E-LJ 5.6E—14 4.%E-19 0.0
Jeu Ced 1. 0E-13% L.BE=10 2435-10 1l.3E-i4 {.0 Gy
Jed Jedd GeuE=15% LedE~10 1e5E-1J lelE=l4 U0 Jed
Jew “a U osdt=1T 3est=1ll B.vE-11 1.2E=15 QeV .0
Jed Jad Jdaud Zeli=14 S5.&E-l4 J.0 0.0 Jeu
Jed Cad 3.0 budE=18 1a5E~15 2.9 Ge0 J.0

Translational Velocity = 20.6

Sector —= 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 a
0.0 (s Y] Ue 0 Q.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
J.0 1eTE-13 1.9E=12 5.7E~13 4.6E-13 3.6E-14 3.26~15 0.0
Jed 2e6E-12 3.,2E-11 2.9€E-10 2,8E~10 Z2.6E-11 2.8E-14 0.0

3.9E=19 3.UE=11 3,9E-10 1458-09 Le5E-09 3.6E-10 2+4E-11 5.4E-17
Bu5E=19 6.0F=12 T.4E~10 446E—09 4.7E-09 7,8E-10 1.2E-11 1l.2E-16

Q.0 648E-15 7,3E-1J 8.9E-09 $.1E-09 8.5E-10 4.0E-12 0.0
G.q 2.7E-19 6.4£-10 1.2t-08 1.5E-08 9.5E-10 4+46E-16 0.0
Ued 6.3E~13 145E=10 B2lE=U9 l.4E=-J8 4.5E-10 4.7E-16 G.0
0.0 0.0 3,28-11 4.0E6-09 S.6E-09 2.6E-10 0.0 V.0
0.0 3.0 1.76=-11 2.1E-09 5.4E-09 1.TE-10 0.0 0.0
0.0 JeQ T7.5E-13 B8,8E-09 1.8E-08 l,3E-]l1 0.0 0.0
U0 G0 Qa0 2.1E£~-U9 4.3E-09 0.0 0.0 0.0
.0 0.0 0. 6.TE-10 1.3E-0% 0.0 C.0 0.9

—_—
values followed by the letter E (for exponent), minus symbol,and two digits indicate
the powers of 10 by which the number must be multiplied to obtain the correct value;
for example, 7.3E-19 is 7.3 x 1019, .




TABLE 4
Average Sector Air Concentration (m-2) at Ground Level*

Sector Values from Plant Site in 10 ml Increments

Translational Velocity = 8.5

Sector ——» 1 Z 3 4 2
Jed e d-dE'l? 1.25"10 1e3E-1V
Jal Ua 2a1E-17 laab=99 Z.1E=-J09
Jau PPRY] De0 balE=-1% 2.9E-13
Jeud Je 2 Uad 0.2 1.9E-20
Jed Je d 0.0 Ja [HY)

Translational ¥Yelocity = 12.)

Sector ——= |} 2 5 4 5
Jad Leud JaJ ¥ PRV Cev
Jedd Js 0 e la2E=0% 1. 7E-JS
Jal Jed sV 2eleE=1¢ 1.7E=11
Jeid Ued Jad Bu.28-1¢ 2.0E-15
Jaed Jed Jed 2e TE=2d 54lE=2v

Translational Velocity = 16.1

Sector === | 2 3 + 5
Jab Gaw Ueud Jeu Gad
O.d G-U J.O 3.@’:-‘:8 ’ﬁnlE"OU
JeU Us 0 Qev la7E=00 4422=43
Jatd Je Us v la8E~JY 4.4E-J49
Jev Ged Jau 8.6C=10 ZJJE=uY
Translational Velocity = 20.6

Sector —= 1 2 3 & 5
Q.0 0.0 0,0 0.0 Ce0
Ja0 0.0 0.0 lnkE-lﬁ 1-45-14
J.0 0.0 Uad 5.2E=10 7.2E~10
0-0 0-0 0-0 J-kE—IZ 7-8&'12
OUU 0-0 0.0 4-15-14 8-2E-14

—r
Values followed by the letter E (for exponent), minus symbol, and two digits indicate
the powers of 10 by which the number must be multiplied to obtain the correct value;

for example, 7.3E-19 is 7.3 x 10-'Y.
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4elE=l0
T«TE-LlG
Qe
0.0
Jal)

Ja
4.3E~-19
ed
Jal
Jed

G.0
Jed
0.0
o.u
3.0

Radius,




TABLE 5
Average Sector Deposition {m™?) at Ground Level*

Sector Values from Plant Site in 10 mi Increments

Translational Velocity = 8.5

Radius,
Sector —= 1 2 4 a $ o mile
Uad e l.9E=~12 T.TE-03% 7.0E"Jg lelE-11 IO
Jeud Ue v Le9E-13 44,5c-0d T«TE-0b 245E~11 20
Jed Jau Qe 0e2E=1U 444E~J09 UL0 30
Jad Geu Jals ZaPb=12 ZeHE=LlLl JaD 40
Je Jaud Ue [o Pt} Cad D0 50
Translational Velocity = 12.1
Radius,
Sector —» | z > 4 5 [ mile
Jaed Led [V Je U Qad Q.0
Jed Q.9 ZeTE-017 540E=ug 747E-28 lae%c-15 20
J.0 Ue i 0.0 24BE~0% 1.0E~D3 0.0 30
Uau Vst Ueu TeBE=-10 223E-09 U0 40
I C.u Jau 2daTE=12 Z.5E-11 U.J 50
Translational Yelocity = 16.1
Radius,
Sector ——» 1 e Y + 5 [ mile
Jais Led Uad Ju [ PRV Jed 0
Ja CaV ded e -1y G4e4E=12 Ja2 20
Jaid Us Je ) BedV=1J TudE—id Jay 30
Jad [PV Jad deE~14 la9E-13 Jau 40
Veu wed Ged leoi=1ls Ga.uc=13 Jaed 50
Translational Velocity = 20.6
Radius,
Sector —=—» ] P4 3 4 5 [ mile
0.0 Qe Vel Uad C.0 Q.0 0
l-,o\) Q.U Q0«0 4-56'10 4.2E"1U 0.0 20
0.0 Ju 0 0.0 4. TE=08 T.2E-38 0.0 30
000 0.0 0-0 SQ‘OE-OQ lulE"JB 0-0 40
0.0 010 0-0 ]..6E-09 3.1E"09 0-0 50

¥ Values followed by the letter E {for exponent), minus symbol, and two digits indicate
the powers of 10 by which the number must be multiplied to obtain the correct value;
for example, 7.3E-19 is 7.3 x 10°1%,




CONCLUSTONS

A three-dimensional numerical model is used to calculate
the dispersion of small particulates in a tornadic storm. The
model is designed to allow various meteorological parameters to
be updated as more precise information becomes available. The
three-dimensional transient equation of concentration transport
is solved by a quasi-Lagrangian method of second moments in an
Eulerian mesh centered over the assumed trajectory of the storm.

The horizontal wind field varies with height over the one-
hour period after the General Electric VNC is breached. The
updrafts and downdrafts associated with the tornadic storm are
calculated from initial empirical estimates and then advected
with the storm. The horizontal rotational wind field within the
storm cell is also advected with the vertical velocity field.

As the storm cell spreads horizontally, the wind field within
the storm cell spreads accordingly. ’

Because of the lack of precise information regarding turbu-
lence within severe storms, the turbulence diffusion coefficients
are obtained from empirical estimates. These estimates are based
on sparse data measured within storms and theoretical equations
appearing in the literature.

Scavenging is calculated as a sink term to the governing
equation. Washout scavenging below the cloud base acts on large
particles; rainout scavenging acts on small particles within the
cloud. However, limited knowledge of scavenging in severe storms
necessitates the use of a simple general expression based on
rainfall rates, droplet size, and a 100% collision efficiency.
The effect of topography downwind of the General Electric VNC
is introduced through specification of roughness heights used in
determining turbulent diffusion below the cloud. The effect of
topography on advection is not considered,

The pollutant is assumed to be dispersed throughout the
thunderstorm cell. A skewed log-normal distribution is used to
initialize the concentration field. Approximately 35% of the
material is disbursed within the upper regions of the cloud, 15%
within the middle section of the storm, and 50% within the lower
layers and cloud base of the storm. Once the concentration field
is established, scavenging and downdraft velocities begin to
bring the concentration to the ground.
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The updraft and downdraft vertical velocity distributions
and wet deposition account for most of the material being
deposited at the surface one hour after initial uptake of the
material. Scavenging accounts for approximately 50% of the
particle removal from the cloud within 15 min, A constant
rainfall rate of 20 mm/hr is used throughout the calculation.
The deposition of concentration at the surface consists primarily
of plutonium particles suspended within waterdrops. As additional
information on rainfall rates and velocities in tornadic storms
becomes available, deposition will likely become highly nonuniform,

Ground-level air concentration begins to reach the surface
within 5 min. Results show values of ground-level concentrations to
begin occurring within 20 to 45 km from the- General Electric VNC,
Peak centerline air concentrations occur within 15 km of the point
of initial dispersion within the cloud. The concencration decreases
significantly with distance after peak ground-level values are
reached. The lateral spread of ground-level concentration is
principally governed by the size of the thunderstorm cell directly
overhead. Downdrafts and scavenging have more influence on
bringing the concentration directly from the storm cell to the
surface than turbulent diffusion. Concentration reaching the
anvil portion of the cloud is advected at a faster velocity than
concentration in the lower levels of the storm. Approximately 5%
of the concentration is advected out of the anvil into the
stratosphere.

Results obtained with a modified Gaussian puff model were
considered to be low and showed the inflexibility of the
analytical solution to account for the transient nature of the
vertical wind field. Ground-level X/Q values were several orders
of magnitude less in value than X/Q values obtained from the
numerical method.
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